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4.   Co-operation witli other Partic* urged
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri next moved in an eloquent speech, which was well received,
the following resolution :—
*'This Federation urges upon all parties of India which accept the recent an-
nouncement of the Viceroy whole-heartedly and are prepared to secure its complete
immediate realisation to combine for the purpose of securing a constitution based oa
Dominion Stams with such safeguards and reservations as may be necessary for tbe
perbn of transition."
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri moving the resolution said that there could be no doubt that
they were confronted with a crisis almost unparallele 1 in the political history of India,
Strong measures were neressary. They had to put forth all their efforts and exercise
the utmost wi dom and circumspection with the utmost possible care so that no ele-
ment or factor which could be called into alliance with them should either be neglec-
ted or be forgonen.
Proceeding, Mr. Sastri said : **0f all those whom the proceedings at Lahore will
sadden, my mind dwells with somewhat pathetic interest upon two figures Mr. Wedg-
wood Benn and Lord Irwin. The Secretary of State and the Viceroy are not in tbcir
official capacity calculated to draw our commiseration but theyt in their individual
capacity, as politicians committed to a certain course of action and as statesmen try-
ing at a critical hour to put the people of their country on th e right track ; they are
people of whom we may think awhile if we would gauge the situation in all its
aspects. Lord Irwin risked a good deal when he got the members of the British Cabinet
and the principal members of political parties to agree to the statement he made,"
Sir Chimanlal Setalvad^ seconding the resolution, said that the country was not
yet sufficiently alive to the great service rendered by Lord Irwin to India. His broad
statesmanship and great vision on the present occasion could not be overlooked. It
was unfortunate that the Congress should have cut itself adrift by refusing to accept
the Viceroy's .invitation. The Congress and Mr. Gandhi had not realised tfee full
implications of the policy embarked upon in declaring independence and civil
disobedience. It passed his imagination how Mr. Gandhi, who had committed
one Himalayan blunder, could think of committing another.
Dewan Bahadur Hangachariar asserted that the Government's offer was a conces-
sion to the laational demand. The speaker was of opinion that the time had cope
for Liberals to deliberately part company with the Congress wbich to-day was leading
the country to choas.
Sir Moropant Joshi said that independence might be a fascinating goal, btrt t&ey,
as practical men, thought it quite enough if they got Dominion Status, which was
practical and legitimate It was because they took a practical view of matters tlmt
they were prepared to go to the Round Table Conference. They would be faiHng In
their duty tremendously if they did not avail themselves of the present opportunity.
Mr. Jatindranath Basu* supporting the resolution, emphasised the value of meta-
bership of the British Commonwealth which* he said, was in reality a federation of
independent nationalities. Negotiation, not non-co-operation, was the right course
for the country at the present juncture. Mr. Bhagwatisaran Singh and others sapoc-
ted the resolution which was carried unanimously.
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After Mrs. Besant and several others had spoken an appeal issued by tfee
tioij, requesting other parties and organisations, having the ideal of Do®iuios S
to devise means for common deliberation and appointing a committee wtti Sir
Bahadur Sapm as Chairman, for the purpose of taking initiative, was mcorpcaaie
in the resotakm which was carried unanimously.
The Federation's Statem*ot
The President then read tbe following statement of the Liberal Party atwf an-
nounced ^that a committee bad been constituted consisting of I>r. Sapru, {convenor
and chairman of the committee), Dr. Besant, Sir C. Setalvad, Sir C. P, Rarnaswatni
Aiyar, Sir M. V. Joshi* Messrs. C. Y. Cnintaroani M. Ramachandra Rao, G- A.
Natesan and Sir P, Settoa to give eHect to the resolution moved by tbe Rt TT~--t*-
Sastri :—
wThe march of events during the- last two months and particularly during

